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SOME VERY SPECIAL NEEDS... 
SOME VERY SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES 


In the months to come, the St. John of 
Kronstadt Press is facing some unusually heavy 
demands on resources. Immediately before us is the 
challenge of publication of the new edition of the 
Pentecostarion, planned as a 2-color hardbound 
edition with adequate marker ribbons; projected 
cost is approximately $20,000 for an edition of 
1,000 copies (the minimum economical quantity). 

The digital copier which is the backbone of 
much of our short-run production (most notably 
music books and the Octoechos) is in its 8" year of 
service, which makes it obsolescent if not obsolete. 
Parts are getting more and more difficult to find, 
and the maintenance contract cost of almost $500/ 
month will continue to climb steeply — until the 
day when some critical part is simply unobtainable. 
Thar day is probably not too far distant. Replace- 
ment cost will almost certainly be in the $15- 
20,000 range, and will have to be met almost 
immediately in order to keep up the production 
work, 

Lurking right behind (or possibly, if the angels 
watch over the copier, between) these will be the 
publication of the 2" edition of the August volume 
of the Menaion planned for mid-summer — 
another $15-18,000 job. 

Any one of these events would bea challenge for 
the Press. All three in a single year will almost 
certainly be impossible without help. 

Your help. Thus, a special invitation to help, 
and some special opportunities for you. Means of 
course vary, so there are several levels of “offers”. 
Certainly, anything helps, and several small contri- 
butions add up to the same result as one big one! 

Read on (p. 18) to discover what awaits you... 
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THE HOLy AND VENERABLE VIRGIN FRIDESWIDE 
Whose Memory the Holy Church Celebrates on the 19th Day of October 


St. Frideswide, who reposed about 735 AD, was the daughter of a chief 
of the country, Didan, and his wife Sefrid. With her parents’ consent, she 
renounced the world and founded a monastery for nuns at Oxford, in which 
she lived and devoted herself to prayer. 

A neighboring prince named Alfgar, more powerful than her father, 
sought her hand in marriage. When she refused to leave her cloister, the 
chief, carried away by his passion, decided to seize her by force. To escape 
his pursuit, she threw herself into a boat along with two of her nuns. God 
did not leave her to her own devices, but rather sent a young man in white, 
evidently an angel, to row them down the Isis to Abingdon. There she left 
the boat on the edge ofa forest and hid herselfin an ivy-covered hut intended 
for the swine which, then as later, went to eat the acorns in the woods, and 
were one of the principal riches of the Anglo-Saxon proprietors. 

This was not a secure refuge for her. Alfgar grew more and more 
determined, and tracked her everywhere. But at the moment when, 
exhausted with weariness, she was about to fall into his hands, she bethought 
herself of the great saints who from the earliest days of the Church had 
defended and saved their virginity, even at the price of their lives. She called 
upon the holy St. Catherine, and the sweet and heroic St. Czcilia of Rome, 
and her prayer was granted. God struck the savage Anglo-Saxon with a 
sudden blindness, which put to an end his furious pursuit. 

St. Frideswide, thus miraculously saved, obtained by her prayers the 
restoration of the sight of her persecutor, and then returned to spend the rest 
of her days in peace in the monastery she had founded. In her last sickness 
she was consoled by the apparition of the two holy virgin martyrs, Catherine 
and Cecilia, to whom she had once appealed with such success. 

The tomb of St. Frideswide, the chapel she had erected in the depth of 
the wood of Thornbury, her own estate, the fountain which sprang up at her 
prayer at Bisney, were all objects of innumerable pilgrimages, and the sites 
of countless miraculous cures. But of all these, none is so touching as the 
story which is told of her and the leper. On her return to Oxford after her 
flight to Abingdon, an unfortunate young man, struck with leprosy, met her 
on the road and begged her, “I conjure thee, Virgin Frideswide, by the 
Almighty God, to kiss me, in the name of Jesus Christ His only Son.” The 
maiden, overcoming the horror which all felt toward this loathsome disease, 
approached him and, having made thesign of the cross, touched his lips with 
a sisterly kiss. Soon after, the scales of his leprosy fell off, and his body 
became fresh and wholesome like thar of a little child. 

The monastery of St. Frideswide, transformed into a college, is now 


Christ Church. 


Her 
church, rebuilt in the 
twelfth century, is the ca- 
thedral of that city. Her 
holy relics are yet there, 
but tragically desecrated 
by a Calvinist commis- 
sioner of Queen Eliza- 
beth, who mingled with 
them the bones of a 
disveiled nun who had 
married a renegade priest; 
he completed his blas- 
phemy by placing them 
together in a stone coffin 
on which he engraved the 
words, now happily ef- 
faced, Hic requiescit religio 
Thus, 
perhaps, it pleased God 
that she who confessed 
Him even at the risk of her 
life, should suffer insult 
for His sake even in her 
repose. 


cum superstitione. 


Adapted from S. Baring-Gould, Lives of the Saints, vol. 12 [Edinburgh: John Grant, 1914], pp. 484-487. 
Previously published in Living Orthodoxy vol. XV #5 (Sept-Oct 1993) 


THE 19TH DAY OF THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 
COMMEMORATION OF OUR VENERABLE MOTHER FRIDESWIDE, 


WONDERWORKER OF OXFORD 


AT VESPERS 
On “Lord, I have cried...”, these stichera, in Tone VI: 
Spec. Mel.: “Having set all aside...” — 

In ancient times, the wondrous Frideswide, 
vowing her pure virginity unto the Lord, fled the 
insolent threats of a violent suitor, and, concealing 
herself in a cave, lived a life of fasting, poverty and 
prayer, pleasing her heavenly Bridegroom in all that 
she did, and sending up praise to Him continually, 
until, shining with the luster of the virtues like 
refinéd gold, she shed rays of glory over all the 
Western lands. 

Even now, with the passing of ages, the divine 
grace wherewith the venerable one was resplendent 
shineth forth unabated like beams of heavenly 
light, illumining the souls of pious Christians who 
with faith have recourse unto her in prayer, be- 
seeching her to pray to the Savior on high, that He 
forgive the multitude of our offenses and deliver us 
at the supplications of His saint from the evil 
machinations of the ancient enemy of our race. 

When the angelic trumpet soundeth on the 
dread Day of Judgment, and we must all perforce 
stand at the awesome tribunal of Christ, where our 
sins and transgressions will be laid bare for all to see, 
then, O holy Frideswide, entreat the Judge, Whose 
great favorite thou art, that He deal with us accord- 
ing to His mercy, grant us deliverance from hades, 
and that He set us on His right hand, with thee and 
the righteous of all the ages. 


Glory...: Idiomelon, in Tone VIIJI— 

Loving Jesus our Savior with all thy heart and 
soul, thou didst desire to cleave unto Him alone, 
O venerable mother; and spurning a royal marriage 
and all riches on earth, thou didst flee into the 
wilderness, taking refuge in a cave like the ascetics 
of old, where in stillness of spirit thou didst hear the 
voice of God, Who called thee to His banquet on 
high. Wherefore, O holy Frideswide, thou dwellest 
with Him forever in paradise, delighting in the 
ineffable vision of His beloved countenance. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, or this stavrotheotokion, 
in the same tone: Spec. Mel.: “O all-glorious 
wonder...” — 

Beholding Thee, O Jesus nailed to the Cross 
and willingly accepting Thy Passion, the Virgin, 
Thy Mother, O Master, cried aloud: O woe is me, 
my sweet Child! How dost Thou endure wounds 
unjustly inflicted, O Physician Who hast healed the 
sickness of man, and hast delivered all from corrup- 
tion in Thy tender mercy? 


Aposticha stichera from the Octoechos; and Glory...: 
Idiomelon, in Tone VI— 

O ye who love the saints of Christ, lift up your 
voices in jubilant song, and let us glorify the won- 
drous Frideswide, the steadfast athlete and brave 
contender, who ran the race of virtue to the end and 
hath received the wreath of victory from the hand 
of her Master and Lord, Who escorteth her in 
triumph to His celestial mansions. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, or this stavrotheotokion, 
in the same tone: Spec. Mel.: “Having set all 
aside... ”-— 

When the unblemished Ewe-lamb, the 
immaculate Mistress, beheld of old her Lamb upon 
the tree of the Cross, she exclaimed maternally and, 
marveling, cried out: “O my Child most sweet, 
what is this new and all-glorious sight? How is it 
that the thankless assembly hath betrayed Thee to 
the judgment of Pilate and condemneth to death 
the Life of all? Yet do I hymn Thine ineffable 


condescension, O Word!” 


Troparion of the saint, in Tone V— 

Come, let us solemnly rejoice today, and let us 
laud the virtues and struggles of the most splendid 
luminary of the Western lands: Frideswide, great 
among ascetics, the most praiseworthy instructor of 
nuns, who watcheth over us from her dwelling- 
place on high; for the Lord hath truly made her 
wondrous among His saints. By her supplications 
may He save our souls. 


a ee 


AT MATINS 
At “God is the Lord...”, the troparion of the saint, 
twice; Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion. 


Canon of the saint, with 4 troparia, the acrostic 
whereof is “Mighty is Frideswide’s holy virginity”, in 
Tone I[— 


Ope I 
Irmos: Pharaoh, who was proud of his chariots and 
his mighty captains, was drowned in the Red Sea 
with all his army; but Moses, leading Israel across as 
upon dry land, at the command of God, chanted: 
Let us sing unto the Lord, for gloriously hath He 
been glorified! 

Meet it is to praise thee with spiritual songs, 
O venerable Frideswide; for thou didst preserve thy 
virginity as a precious treasure to give to thy heav- 
enly Bridegroom, and didst chant unto Him with 
zeal: Let us sing unto the Lord, for gloriously hath 
He been glorified! 

In constant vigils and continuous prayers the 
holy Frideswide steadily mounted the ladder of the 
virtues, betrothing herself to Christ our God with 
unwavering intent; and she fled from her undesired 
suitor, crying: Let us sing unto the Lord, for He 
hath been glorified! 

Giving glory to God, the venerable Frideswide 
spent her life in fasting and prayer, striving ever 
toward her heavenly homeland; and from the 
proud king who would have taken her by force she 
found refuge in solitude, ever singing to the Lord, 
for He hath been glorified. 

Theotokion: Howlike the pillar of cloud and fire 
is the all-holy Mother of God! For she goeth before 
the chosen people of the New Israel, guiding us all 
to the promised land of paradise; and in exultation 
we cry with her: Let us sing unto the Lord Who hath 
gloriously been glorified! 


Ope III 
Irmos: The bow of the mighty hath been broken by 
Thy might, O Christ, and the strengthless have 
girded themselves with power. 
The arrogance of the prideful king, who sought 
to wrest thee from thy true Bridegroom, was broken 
by thy prayers, O saint. 


Ye who love the saints of the Lord, praise now 
the wondrous Frideswide, who, though weak of 
body was filled with power divine. 

In the power of the Most High, wherewith she 
was girded, did Frideswide abound, and she was 
shown to be mighty in the grace of God. 

Theotokion: Seraphim and cherubim all stand 
in awe of the all-holy Theotokos, the Queen of the 
angels, and they bow down before her in homage. 


Sessional hymn, in Tone I: Spec. Mel.: “Thy tomb, 
O Savior... ”— 

Abingdon rejoiceth, for therein did the saint 
find safe refuge; and lowly Binsey is blessed, for 
there did she make her final abode, and there did 
her prayers call forth a well of curing waters; but 
even more doth Oxford exult, for there her sacred 
relics yet lie, like a hidden treasure, unto the healing 


of the faithful. 


Glory..., Now & ever...: Theotokion— 

O all-pure Virgin, thou hope of Christians, 
unceasingly entreat God to Whom thou gavest 
birth in manner past understanding and recount- 
ing, in behalf of those who hymn thee, that He 
grant remission of all our sins and correction of life 
unto those who ever glorify thee with faith and love. 


Stavrotheotokion— 

Beholding Thee stretched out, dead, upon the 
Cross, O Christ, Thy most immaculate Mother 
cried aloud: “O my Son Who with the Father and 
the Spirit art equally without beginning, what is 
this, Thine ineffable dispensation, whereby Thou 
hast saved the creation of Thine own all-pure 
hands, O Compassionate One?” 


Ope IV 

TIrmos: Purified by the fire of a mystical vision, the 
prophet praiseth the restoration of mortal men; 
and, filled with the inspiration of the Spirit, he 
lifteth up his voice to reveal the incarnation of the 
ineffable Word, Who hath broken the dominion of 
the mighty. 

Frideswide by her mighty supplications broke 
the power of the ungodly Algar, who burned with 
lust and breathed threats against her; for, struck 


blind by the power of her prayers, he was shown to 
be utterly impotent, and his rage was turned to 
grief. 

Returning from her long seclusion, the vener- 
able one gathered round about her a company of 
virgins, and together they labored and prayed, 
giving thanks unto God for His rich benefactions, 
and offering up unceasing praise and glory to His 
name. 

In her suppliant prayers unto the Most High, 
the blessed one interceded for the whole world, 
entreating the King of all to grant peace to His 
people and fruitfulness to the land, that, delivered 
from famine and pestilence, all might praise Him 
forever. 

Theotokion: Divers miracles and awesome won- 
ders do we witness even in our day, wrought by the 
all-immaculate Mother of God through her pre- 
cious icons; and, deriving grace and benefit there- 
from, we bow down before her in adoration, prais- 
ing her forever. 


OpE V 
Irmos: Washed clean of the poison of the dark and 
vile enemy by the cleansing of the Spirit, we have set 
out upon a new path which leadeth to joy inacces- 
sible, which only they attain whom God hath 
reconciled with Himself. 

Emitting divine light, thy relics shine forth the 
grace of the Spirit upon those who honor thy 
memory, O saint, even though the impious have 
sought to confound thy veneration by mingling 
them with the bones of sinners. 

Stains of sin are washed clean from our souls 
when, filled with repentance and compunction, we 
beseech thee to pray to Christ for our forgiveness, 
O Frideswide; and, with great reverence honor thee 
as a mighty intercessor. 

When thou hadst cleansed thy soul of all impu- 
rity through fasting, vigils and continual prayers, 
O venerable one, thou wast received by the Lord as 
a pure bride and didst set thy steps to enter His 
festive bridal-chamber. 

Theotokion: In heartfelt hymns of praise let us 


laud the unblemished Ewe-lamb of Christ, the 


immaculate Virgin Mary; for by her maternal 
supplications, offered up with loving-kindness, she 
hath reconciled us with Him. 


Ope VI 
Irmos: The uttermost abyss of offenses hath sur- 
rounded me, O Lord, but lead up my life from 
corruption, as Thou didst the Prophet Jonah, 
O Lord. 

Deluged by the flood of mine offenses, I am 
borne down into the sea of corruption; but the saint 
doth save me, extending to me a helping hand. 

Ever surrounded by countless demons, which 
like ravening wolves seek the utter destruction of 
my soul, I turn to the holy one for deliverance. 

Struggling to free myself from the dark abyss of 
offenses, O venerable one, I beseech thee to free me, 
as God delivered Jonah from the monster. 

Theotokion: Having thee as a most powerful 
mediatress, O Theotokos, we sinners escape dam- 
nation, for thou movest the Judge, thy Son, to pity 
by thy pleas. 


Kontakion, in Tone VI— 

We honor thee, O venerable Frideswide, who 
didst forsake earthly wealth and royal glory to 
becomea nun; for in Oxford, likea vine in the midst 
of thorns thou didst bring forth all the virtues like 
fruit, and didst astonish all by thy wondrous way of 
life. Wherefore, rejoicing now in gladness, thou 
dost dance with the choirs of venerable women on 
high, delighting in the beauty of paradise. Where- 
fore, we beseech thee: In our behalf entreat Christ 
our God, that He grant us peace and great mercy. 

Tkos: For many centuries after thy repose, thy 
sacred relics were the glory of Oxford, O venerable 
mother, and thy holy shrine was a source of solace 
for the grieving and of healing for the sick. Then, 
unable to bear the grace which shone forth from 
thee, the ungodly concealed thy remains among 
those of sinners, that the faithful might no longer 
approach them with reverence. But the splendor of 
thy virtues and the love which thou dost have for 
thy heavenly Bridegroom continue to illumine 
those who have recourse to thee in prayer, and for 
thy sake He will yet grant us peace and great mercy. 


Ope VII 
Irmos: The command of the iniquitous tyrant, 
opposed to God, raised up a lofty flame; but Christ, 
Who is blessed and all-glorious, spread a spiritual 
dew upon the pious youths. 

Over the burning of the passions and all 
temptations of soul and body didst thou achieve 
triumph, the Spirit of God spreading upon thee the 
dew of grace, O divinely wise Frideswide. 

Lusts and sin, hateful to God, didst thou uproot 
from thy soul like tares from a field, O venerable 
one, and thou didst worthily praise Him Who is 
blessed and all-glorious. 

Ye faithful Christians of England, turn ye from 
the vanity and errors of the iniquitous tyrant, who 
raised a lofty flame wherein to burn to ashes the 
sacred relics of the pious. 

Theotokion: Virgin and Mother both wast 
thou, alone among womankind, O most blessed 
and all-glorious Lady, and thou gavest birth unto 
Christ, Who hath redeemed us from sin and death. 


Ope VIII 
Irmos: Refusing to obey the edict of the tyrant, the 
three venerable children were cast into the furnace, 
and confessed God, chanting: Bless the Lord, O ye 
works of the Lord! 

In the sweat of spiritual labors and ascetic feats 
the saint found the means to extinguish the furnace 
of carnal temptations, chanting: Bless the Lord, O 
ye works of the Lord! 

Refusing the sinful demands of the wicked 
Algar, the pious Frideswide fled into hiding, prefer- 
ring to live in God-pleasing solitude and to praise 
the Lord in chanting hymns. 

Goodly confession of the God of our salvation 
didst thou make of thy whole life, O most glorious 
Frideswide, joyously chanting unto Him: Bless the 
Lord, O ye works of the Lord! 

Theotokion: In the midst of the furnace of fiery 
temptations, | cry out, O Virgin, my protectress, 
and beseech thee to send down the dew of grace 
upon me, lest I be utterly consumed. 


Ope Ix 
Irmos: Come ye, and with pure souls and undefiled 


lips let us magnify the undefiled and all-pure 
Mother of Emmanuel, offering supplication unto 
Him Who was born of her, saying: Take pity on our 
souls, O Christ God, and save us! 

Now glorify we all the great ascetic, the peer of 
the desert-dwelling women of old, the holy 
Frideswide, who with undefiled lips and a pure 
heart besought Christ God in her supplications, to 
have mercy on the souls of sinners 

In constant prayer and glorification thou didst 
find the antidote to the venom of the evil serpent, 
O holy Frideswide, and, full of spiritual health, 
thou didst set thy feet on the path to the kingdom 
of heaven, rejoicing exceedingly. 

Though our mouths are defiled with unseemly 
words, and our souls are polluted beyond measure 
with countless iniquities, let us magnify the won- 
drous virgin Frideswide, for she offereth supplica- 
tion to the Lord in our behalf. 

Theotokion: Ye who have received the great 
benefactions of the Mother of Emmanuel, come, 
let us offer praise and glory unto her, crying out in 
thanksgiving: We bless thee who hast had pity on 
our souls, O most blessed Queen and Lady! 


Exapostilarion: Spec. Mel. : “O Light immu- 
table... ”— 

O holy mother Frideswide, who didst fill the 
lamp of thy soul with the oil of the virtues, thy 
divine Bridegroom hath arrived, escorted by ranks 
of angels and saints, to lead thee into the splendors 
of immutable light. 


Theotokion— 

O Ever-virgin Mother and Maiden, who gavest 
birth to the Light from the unbegotten Light, by 
thy tireless supplications never cease to guide to the 
never-waning Light those who hymn thee. 


Aposticha stichera from the Octoechos; and Glory...: 
Idiomelon, in Tone IV— 

The village of Binsey is truly blessed by Christ, 
for it rejoiceth in the well of the venerable one, 
which sprang forth to quench the thirst of the 
faithful, both of body and of spirit, and giveth 
healing to the sick and infirm who approach and 


drink of it with faith. 


Now & ever...: Theotokion, or this stavrotheotokion, 
in the same tone: Spec. Mel. : “As one valiant among 
the martyrs... "— 

When the Ewe-lamb who gave Thee birth 
beheld Thee, the Lamb and Shepherd, upon the 
Tree, she lamented maternally and cried out to 
Thee: “O my Son most desired! How is it that 
Thou art suspended upon the Tree of the Cross, 
O Long-suffering One? How is it, O Word, that 
Thy hands and feet have been nailed by the 
iniquitous, and Thou hast shed Thy blood, 
O Master?” 


AT LITURGY 


Prokimenon, in Tone IV— 

Wondrous is God in His saints, the God of Israel. 

Stichos: In congregations bless ye God, the Lord 
from the well-springs of Israel. 


EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, $208 
[Gat. 3:23-29] 

Brethren: Before faith came, we were kept under 
the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterward be revealed. Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we 
are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as 
many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And 
if ye be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise. 


Alleluia, in Tone I— 

Stichos: With patience I waited patiently for the 
Lord, and He was attentive unto me, and He 
hearkened unto my supplication. 

Stichos: And He brought me up out of the pit of 
misery, and from the mire of clay. 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, §104 
[Mr. 25: 1-13] 

The Lord spake this parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, who took 
their lamps, and went forth to meet the bride- 
groom. And five of them were wise, and five were 
foolish. Those who were foolish took their lamps, 
and took no oil with them: but the wise took oil in 
their vessels with their lamps. While the bride- 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at 
midnight there was a cry made: “Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet him.’ Then all 
those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And 
the foolish said unto the wise: “Give us of your oil; 
for our lamps are gone out.’ But the wise answered, 
saying: ‘Not so; lest there be not enough for us and 
you: but go ye rather to those who sell, and buy for 
yourselves.” And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came; and those who were ready went 
in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 
Afterward came also the other virgins, saying: 
‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he answered and said: 
‘Verily I say unto you, I know you not.’ Watch 
therefore; for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.” 


Communion verse— 
In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; 


he shall not be afraid of evil tidings. 


Composed in English by the reader Isaac Lambertsen. ©2009 All rights reserved by the author. 
Printing in Living Orthodoxy by permission. This service is offered for private use and, 
where permitted by the diocesan bishop, for use in Church services. 


When the senses find the orders heavy, the more lazy decide that they would. refer to 
devote themselves to prayer. But when they find they are ordered to do something easy, 


they run from prayer as from fire. 


— St. John of the Ladder 
{630 AD 


A BRIEF LIFE OF SAINTS CYPRIAN AND JUSTINA 
WHOM THE HOLY CHURCH COMMEMORATES ON THE 2"° DAY OF OCTOBER 


Cyprian was born nearly 1800 years ago, 
around the year A.D. 250. Paganism ruled in the 
Roman Empire, as the state religion, in the time of 
Decius, who ruled most of Europe and the lands 
around the Mediterranean Sea. 

His parents were believers in the pagan gods, 
and dedicated their baby’s life to Apollo. When he 
was ten years old, the young Cyprian was sent from 
Antioch in Pisidia (in modern-day Turkey) to 
Mount Olympus in Greece, believed to be the 
home of many of the pagan gods, to learn the black 
arts and the secrets of demons. On Mount 
Olympus he was taught the ways of sorcery, and 
how to control evil spirits. Often these appeared to 
him, whether as spirits or in the shape of the pagan 
idols, telling him of their activities in the world and 
boasting of how they tempted people to evil. 

At the age of 15 he left Mount Olympus and 
went to Argos to further his knowledge of demonic 
secrets, studying under seven great sorcerers. From 
there, his insatiable quest for more knowledge of 
the black arts led him to other places, where under 
the training of sorcerers he became ever more 
entwined with the devil and his evil doings. At 
Sparta, he learned how to appear to talk with the 
dead — though in fact the apparent voices of the 
dead came from evil spirits. 

From Greece he went on to Egypt for training 
in the Egyptian charms and spells, and then on to 
Iraq to learn astrology, a false teaching from the 
Chaldeans. While astrology cannot predict the 
future, by using vague and ambiguous words as- 
trologers attempt to trick those who believe in 
them. How foolish it is for people to put their faith 
in stars, rather than in the God who created the 
whole universe! 

Now more than thirty years old, after spending 
twelve years learning the black arts Cyprian re- 
turned to his native Antioch to practice his evil 
calling as a true servant of the demons. He had 
talked with the devil and offered to sacrifice to him 
in exchange for what appeared to be power and 
secrets. Satan assured Cyprian that a legion of evil 
spirits would be placed at his service to assist him in 


accomplishing his desires. 


In return, Cyprian 
promised to devote himself single-mindedly to the 
service of the Evil One. 

He eagerly set about this work when he arrived 
in Antioch, putting to use the fatal knowledge 
which he had acquired. For a fee, he slipped fatal 
poisons to those his clients wished to kill. The 
fame — rather, infamy — of this worker of evil 
spread. People stood in awe of his power and 
sought him out that he might work his evil 
practices. He was the doorman to hell, opening 
the door wide so others could fall to their eternal 
death and destruction. 

But he had not counted on the fact that the 
Lord God never desires that anyone, no matter how 
evil, should be condemned to the eternal fires of 
hell. Thus, the Lord made available to Cyprian a 
means to learn about the Truth, and to escape the 
web of evil in which he was enmeshed. To everyone 
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God gives grace to change his life, but He never 
compels coéperation with that grace. 

The Lord God sought out even this man who 
was so mired in the filth of evil, and used him to 
show all men His mercy. There is no sin so great 
that it cannot be repented of and forgiven by the 
grace of Baptism or Confession. 

At the same time Cyprian was casting spells and 
doing other works of evil in Antioch, there was a 
young woman named Justina living there. She, too, 
had been born into a pagan family. Indeed, her 
father destus was a pagan priest. God, of course, 
wishes everyone to be saved, and gives everyone a 
chance to see the Truth and, by his own will, to 
accept the Truth. Unfortunately, too many pay no 
attention to this call, preferring to stay attached to 
the lures and vices of this world. 

Justina’s conversion to Christianity occurred in 
a very interesting way. While she was sitting at the 
window of her house, she overheard a deacon 
nearby talking about Christ: How Our Lord Jesus 
Christ became Man, was born of the Virgin Mary, 
performed many miracles, then died and rose from 
the dead and ascended into Heaven. Hearing all 
this for the first time, her heart was deeply moved 
by the enormous difference between what she heard 
about Christ, and the scandalous stories told about 
the immoral lives of the pagan gods and goddesses. 
Responding to the Lord’s call, she went secretly to 
a Christian Church and asked to receive instruc- 
tions in the Faith. Then she converted her mother, 
Cledonia. 

Her father, also drawn by divine grace, realized 
that the pagan idols he had served for so many years 
were just lifeless stone or metal objects, shaped by 
man. If they were tipped over, they couldn’t even 
save themselves from falling and being cracked 
apart. How could they be gods? Thinking about 
this, he was permitted by God to see a great multi- 
tude of angels, and in their midst Our Lord, Who 
said to him: “Come to Me and I will give you the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” 

In the morning, Aedisius, with his wife and 
daughter, went to the Christian Bishop Optatus 
and begged to be baptized. After hearing their story 
of how they had been led to the Truth out of the 


darkness of paganism, he baptized all three and gave 
them Holy Communion. They left with peace in 
their hearts. 

FEdisius so fully and completely renounced his 
old pagan beliefs and accepted the truth of Chris- 
tianity that he was soon deemed worthy of being 
ordained to the Christian priesthood. He was only 
to serve Our Lord as a priest for a year and half 
before he passed from this life to the Heavenly 
Kingdom. 

Justina dedicated her life to prayer and fasting, 
and vowed to remain a virgin. However, there was 
a young pagan, Aglaias, who had evil designs on 
Justina. He had been given everything he wanted 
by his wealthy parents. He saw Justina and in- 
stantly determined to marry her. But Justina 
rejected him, telling him she had dedicated her 
virginity to God and that Our Lord, Whom she 
served, would preserve both her body and soul from 
every defilement. 

Aglaias was not accustomed to being refused 
anything he wanted, so he gathered some friends 
together to ambush her on her way to church. They 
grabbed her, but her screams attracted neighbors 
who ran the gang off. 

Seeing that brute force would not help him 
attain his evil desires, Aglaias turned to black magic. 
He went to see Cyprian, who hada reputationas the 
most powerful sorcerer in Antioch. Cyprian as- 
sured him that he could cast a spell which would 
cause Justina to turn to Aglaias. In exchange for 
much gold and silver, he prepared a secret potion 
and gave it to Aglaias to sprinkle on the house of 
Justina. 

After Aglaias did as he was told, the demons 
entered the house to tempt Justina with lustful 
thoughts, and to turn her aside from her single- 
minded devotion to prayer and self-sacrifice for 
God. She was tempted, but did not fall. She made 
the sign of the Cross, joining together the thumb 
and first two fingers of her right hand in honor of 
the Holy Trinity, touching first her forehead, then 
the center of her chest, then the right shoulder and 
then the left, while saying “In the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.” 
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Then she prayed with all her heart: “O Lord my 
God, Jesus Christ! Behold how many enemies have 
risen up against me, and have prepared a net in 
order to catch me and take away my soul. But I have 
remembered Thy name in the night and have 
rejoiced, and now when they are close about me I 
hasten to Thee, and have hope that my enemy will 
not triumph over me. For Thou knowest, O Lord 
my God, that I, Thy slave, have preserved the purity 
of my body and have entrusted my soul to Thee. 
Preserve Thy sheep, O good Shepherd; do not give 
me over to be eaten by the beast which seeks to 
devour me; grant me victory over the evil desire of 
my flesh.” 

The demon was defeated and fled because of 
the power of her prayer. Justina thanked God for 
coming to her aid in this hour of great temptation. 

The demon returned to Cyprian and explained 
that he had not been able to make Justina fall 
because she had made the sign of the Cross, calling 
upon God Who has the power to defeat demons 
and make them flee. So Cyprian sent another 
demon, worse than the first, in an effort to conquer 
Justina. But by prayer, fasting, abstaining from the 
usual foods, eating and drinking only bread and 
water, wearing an uncomfortable hair shirt, Justina 
tamed the passions of her flesh and, by God’s help, 
banished the demon who, like the first, returned, 
defeated, to report to Cyprian. 

Cyprian now sent a third demon. This one 
appeared to Justina under the guise of a woman, 
who engaged her in conversation concerning what 
would have happened to the human race had Eve 
remained a virgin. As the demon talked on, Justina 
quickly realized that this was no innocent conver- 
sation, but rather another diabolical temptation. 

This is not unlike our own time, in which 
people try to justify the murder of unborn children, 
saying they would be unhappy if born into a family 
which didn’t want them. The devil often works his 
mischief by providing us with seemingly good 
reasons to do evil. But there can be no justification 
for evil acts. 

Justina refused to listen to the demon, driving 
it away yet again with the sign of the Cross. The 
demon returned, dejected, to Cyprian to report his 


failure and that he had been vanquished by the sign 


of the Cross. This sign is unendurable for evil 
spirits and makes them flee, scorching them like 
fire. 

The demon offered to make up for his failure to 
sway Justina from her devotion to God. He would, 
he said, assume the appearance of Justina and go to 
Aglaias in her place, thus deceiving him into believ- 
ing that Cyprian and his evil associates had deliv- 
ered Justina to him. The devil, the father of lies, 
frequently uses deceit to mislead people. 

Aglaias was deceived by the apparition of the 
demon under the outward appearance of Justina. 
He ran to what appeared to be Justina, embraced 
her, and began to kiss her, saying, “How good it is 
that you have come to me, fair Justina!” At the 
mention of the name of the holy Justina, the demon 
fled, tortured even by the mention of the name of 
someone who loved God so much. Aglaias became 
afraid and ran to Cyprian to tell him what had 
happened. 

Cyprian was enraged at the failure of his de- 
monic accomplices to do what had seemed such a 
simple task. He took revenge on Justina and her 
family, sending plagues of sickness which afflicted 
their animals, their servants, and even Justina. 
Finally, in his fury Cyprian brought disease to the 
whole city, which was afflicted by widespread 
plagues. 

Demons spread the rumor that Justina was the 
cause of all these misfortunes, because of her refusal 
to accept the advances of Aglaias. The citizens of 
Antioch pleaded with Justina to give in to Aglaias 
and put an end to their troubles. Justina assured 
them that soon they would come to an end. She 
prayed; God heard her prayers, and the power of the 
devil was broken. All were healed of the plagues and 
diseases. 

Witnessing the healing of so many by her 
prayers, the people recognized the power of God, 
the ability of the sign of the Cross to drive away 
demons, and the powerlessness of Cyprian and the 
demons. Mocked by the people of the city, Cyprian 
hid because of his shame, avoiding even his friends. 

After analyzing what he had encountered, in 
which so many so-called powerful demons had 
been rendered powerless by the simple sign of the 
Cross, Cyprian at last recognized that he had been 
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deceived by the devil, the father of lies, who finds 
people’s weak spots and preys on them. The 
apparent powers given by the devil are frequently 
illusory: the person involved is made to feel as if he 
has powers and abilities which in reality he does not 
possess. 

After so many years in the service of the evil 
spirits, Cyprian cut himself off from all contact 
with them, for he had come to understand that it 
was he who had been tricked by the devil into 
thinking the evil spirits were all-powerful. Now he 
knew that there was a power infinitely greater than 
that of the demons — the power of God. The 
demons fear the sign of the Cross and tremble at the 
Name of Christ. 

The demons were enraged at the prospect of 
losing one of their most ardent supporters. But this 
time Cyprian had come to his senses, knew that he 
had been deceived, and no longer believed in the 
devil’s tricks. By the power of God he commanded 
the devil to leave: “Depart from me, accursed one, 
depart!” 

He decided to seek help from the Christians to 
change from being a servant of the devil to being a 
servant of God. The devil, in one last desperate 
attempt to regain control over Cyprian, tried to sow 
the seeds of despair in his heart. Saying “Christ will 
not deliver you out of my hands,” he attacked 
Cyprian. 

But Cyprian remembered Justina and the sign 
of the Cross. He cried out, “O God of Justina, help 
me!” and he made the sign of the Cross. The devil 
was unable to resist and fled with a roar. 

Next, Cyprian went to Bishop Anthimus, who 
had succeeded Bishop Optatus, and sought instruc- 
tion in the true Faith. With tears of repentance 
running down his cheeks, he begged forgiveness for 
his life which had so long been dedicated to evil. He 
piled up all his books of magic and burned them in 
public, sparing none. It is impossible yet to cling to 
even some small part of our past evil life, and claim 
to be converted. It is like a cancer — all must be 
removed, lest the remaining part act as a seed, 
sprouting anew as strong in the ways of sin as 
before. When we seek a new life in Christ, all our 
old sinful connections must be completely severed. 


Cyprian went to church for the divine liturgy, 
but when it came time for those not yet baptized to 
leave, he refused to depart. He said, “Christ is my 
God, Who has delivered me from the devil, pre- 
served Justina’s purity, and had mercy on me and 
shown me the true Church.” He steadfastly refused 
to leave until he had received the cleansing water of 
baptism, truly becoming a Christian. 

Seeing his great faith and determination, the 
bishop decided to baptize him on the spot, immers- 
ing him three times in water, saying, “The servant 
of God Cyprian is baptized in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.” When Justina heard of Cyprian’s miracu- 
lous conversion she gave thanks to God and distrib- 
uted alms to the poor, giving money to the Church 
as well. 

Given the extraordinary circumstances of his 
conversion, Bishop Anthimus quickly ordained 
Cyprian to the priesthood. In due time, he was 
consecrated a bishop. Justina’s wish was granted, 
and she was tonsured a nun and placed in authority 
over other Christian maidens. 

By the holy Cyprian’s prayers and efforts, many 
people were brought to Christ, and the worship of 
pagan idols began to die out in Antioch. But some 
of those who adamantly remained pagan were 
enraged at the rapid spread of the Christian Faith, 
and determined to put an end to Cyprian. They 
went to the governor, Eutolmius, with many 
charges against Cyprian and Justina, hoping they 
would be sentenced to death, thus putting an end 
to their work for Christ and against the devil and 
the pagan idols. 

The charge of being hostile to the pagan idols 
was, of course, true. But the charge of disloyalty to 
the emperor and all authorities was simply made up 
in an effort to convince the governor to seize and 
imprison them. Their plot succeeded, and Cyprian 
and Justina were imprisoned and sent to Damascus 
for trial. 

Cyprian told the governor how he had long 
served the demons because he had faith in their 
power. But it was proven to him how little power 
the demons really had, and how easily they were 


banished by Christ and the sign of the Cross. The 
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governor was amazed that such an ardent follower 
of the pagan gods and the spirits of evil had made 
such a complete change, renouncing his former life 
and beliefs. 

Now that he had found Christ, the true Source 
of eternal life, Cyprian had no fear of martyrdom. 
He knew that he would soon be tortured in an 
attempt to make him deny Christ and worship the 
pagan gods. He knew that just a few grains of 
incense placed in a censer in front of an idol would 
be sufficient to secure his freedom. 

Even today, many find it expedient in their 
everyday lives to give in here and there to temptation; 
they find handy excuses for accepting evil and turn- 
ing away from morality. But there should be no 
compromise with evil. Remain firm in what is right, 
no matter how many people ask you to compromise 
for the sake of convenience and expediency. Do not 
deny God and His commandments! You will be 
called to account for your actions. 

The governor handed Cyprian over to the 
torturers in an attempt to make him recant his faith 
in Christ. They hung him up and began to scrape 
the skin off his body. Justina was beaten on the 
mouth and eyes. Throughout the torture, neither 
of them ceased praising God. After all attempts to 
make them deny Christ proved futile, the frustrated 
torturers threw them into a boiling cauldron. But 
by the Lord’s miraculous help they remained 
unharmed and continued to praise God. Seeing 
this, a pagan priest standing nearby thought they 


were using trickery to survive the fire. He jumped 
in, asking the “god” Esculapius to save him — and 
died instantly. 

Terrified by this sudden death, while Cyprian 
and Justina yet survived the heat, the torturer 
stopped the tortures and sent the holy ones to 
Claudius, governor of Nicomedia, with the re- 
markable story of their survival of the fire which had 
killed the pagan priest. Claudius ordered that they 
be beheaded. Cyprian asked that Justina be 
executed first, fearing that she might be frightened 
by having to witness his death. When it was her 
turn to die, Justina bent her head without protest, 
as the executioner swung the sword. 

Theoctistus, a man in the crowd witnessing the 
execution, was so moved by St. Justina‘s death that 
he ran up to St. Cyprian and declared himself to be 
a Christian. He was condemned on the spot, and 
the executioner quickly martyred both St. Cyprian 
and St. Theoctistus. 

The three holy bodies lay unburied for six 
days, then were secretly taken away by pious 
Christians. The relics were brought to Rome and 
given to Rufina, a holy woman, a relative of 
Claudius Czsar, who gave them burial. At the 
grave of the three martyrs many miracles were 
worked by their intercession. 

Saints Cyprian and Justina are frequently asked 
to intercede with God for help in releasing from the 
bonds of the devil those who have become involved 
in evil practices. 


Do not work only when you wish to, but work also — indeed, above all — when 
you do not wish to. Do the same in every ordinary worldly matter, and even more 
so with regard to the work of saving your soul: prayer, reading the word of God 
and other salutary books, attending divine service, undertaking good works, 
whatever they may be, preaching God’s word. Do not obey the slothful, lying and 
most sinful flesh; it is ever ready to rest, and to lead us to eternal death through 


temporal peace and enjoyment. 


—St. John of Kronstadt 
+1908 
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ST. CYRIACUS, THE ANCHORITE 
WHOM THE CHURCH CELEBRATES SEPTEMBER 29 


Our holy father Cyriacus' was 
born in Corinth of the Peloponnesus 
in the year 448 AD, during the reign 
of the Emperor Theodosius. His 
father, John, was a priest in Corinth. 
His mother’s name was Eudoxia and 
it was her uncle Peter, then bishop of 
Corinth, who had ordained him a 
reader. The blessed Cyriacus always 
read the Scriptures and marveled 
how from the very beginning God, in 
His divine providence, created 
everything for the salvation of man 
and how He glorified His righteous 
ones and the prophets of old. 
Indeed, he was utterly amazed, yet 
believed in every word of the Gospel. 
With this in mind, his heart was 
aflame with divine zeal, and he 
decided to go to Jerusalem and live in 
silence. Constantly he pondered on 
the words ofa Gospel passage he had 
heard in church, which said, “Ifany 
man will come after Me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow Me” (Matt 16:24). 
Therefore he wasted no time and 
departed quietly for Cenchrez, 
where he founda ship bound for the 
Holy Land. He was eighteen years 
old at this time; it was the ninth year 
of the reign of Emperor Leo the 
Great.” 


' His life was set down by St. Symeon the 
Translator. It begins as follows: “Those 
that praise thee, saith the Lord...” It may 
be read in The Great Lavra, at Iveron and 
at other monasteries, as well as in Migne’s 
edition. It can be found abridged in 
“Ephraim” and in the Synaxaristes. The 
saint was given the appellation of “Ancho- 
tite” because of his many departures from 
monastery to monastery, and from desert 
to desert, as exhibited in his biography. 


Monastery of St. Dionysius, Mount Athos, 16th century 


Cyriacus arrived safely in the Holy City. At first he found the 
respected elder Eustorgius who, being greatly endowed by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit had attained great spiritual heights. 
Nevertheless, he also heard of the fame of Euthymius the Great. 
He received permission from the elder Eustorgius and went to 
him. He was readily accepted and vested in the monastic habit. 
However, Euthymius, as a rule, did not accept beardless men in 
his Lavra, so as not to scandalize the brethren. Therefore, 
Cyriacus was sent to St. Gerasimus of the Jordan,’ who did receive 
him. He was assigned to cook and in this task served the brethren 
gladly. There, he spent the evenings in divine prayer and subsisted 
only on bread and water every two days. Consequently, he was 
greatly beloved by the eminent Gerasimus who, during the period 
of Great Lent, took him and retreated into the wilderness of 
Rouba, where their only companions were pain and sanctity. 
Also, in that vicinity, the great Euthymius went into seclusion and 
always served the divine mysteries every Sunday until the feast of 
Palm Sunday. Shortly afterwards, Gerasimus beheld in a vision 


> Emperor Leo the Great was surnamed Makelles and reigned in 
Constantinople from 457-74 A.D. 

3 The memory of St. Gerasimus of Jordan is celebrated on March 4". We 
wish to bring to our reader’s attention that St. Gerasimus was a contempo- 
rary of St. Euthymius. It is erroneously thought that he was born at the time 
of Constantine Pogonatus (670 AD), as is recorded in earlier editions of the 
Synaxaristes and by Patriarch Sophronius of Jerusalem. He also reposed at 
an advanced age in 475 A.D., two years after the repose of St. Euthymius. 
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the soul of Euthymius enveloped in light, ascend- 
ing to heaven, escorted by holy angels with exceed- 
ing honor and glory. St. Gerasimus took the young 
Cyriacus and went to the lavra. Upon his arrival, 
the newly-reposed Euthymius was interred with 
fitting reverence, and then he returned to his own 
monastery. 

It was nine years after Cyriacus came to Jerusa- 
lem that the revered Gerasimus was translated to 
the Lord. Cyriacus was twenty-seven at this time 
and in the midst of his austere struggles when he 
returned to the Lavra of St. Euthymius. At that 
time, Abbot Elias was concerned with converting 
the lavra into a coenobium. He received Cyriacus 
and gave him a cell where he rested. However, the 
righteous young man noticed that there was hostil- 
ity between both monasteries, those of Saints 
Euthymius and Theoctistus, because ofa pecuniary 
matter, money donated by one Terevon. He grew 
weary of the daily strife. Therefore, he left and 
betook himself to the Monastery of Souka, where 
he remained many years, serving in a variety of 
duties, whence he developed his patience and 
extreme humility. When he was forty years old, he 
was elevated to the office of priesthood. It is said 
about him that he never let the sun set if he was the 
cause of dissension, though he was never angry with 
anyone. Moreover, he was never seen eating during 
the day. 

When he was seventy-seven years old, he left 
the monastery for the desert of Natuf, followed by 
his disciple. Since they could not find any food to 
satisfy their hunger, Cyriacus entreated God to 
alter the taste of certain plants, such as wild onions, 
from bitter to sweet. He said to his disciple, “Child, 
gather up these plants and boil them with salt, and 
blessed be the Lord Who will sustain us with them!” 
God hearkened to his prayer and altered the bitter 
taste of these plants to a sweet one. The blessed ones 
survived for four years on these wild onions, for as 
it is said by the prophet David, “...I have not seen 
the righteous man forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread.” (Ps 36:25). Now aman was in the area and 
heard of the deeds of Cyriacus. So he loaded his 
donkeys with warm loaves of bread and brought 
them to the blessed ones for their sustenance. Then 
one day his disciple, without the consent of St. 


Cyriacus, boiled some bitter onions and ate them 
secretly. But, alas, he lost both his strength and 
voice and came nigh unto death. Cyriacus prayed 
to the Lord on his behalf, and He raised him up. 
The disciple took of Holy Communion and was 
restored to health. In time, the loaves were all eaten 
and, once more, the righteous one directed his 
disciple to boil the wild onions and they survived on 
them. 

After the fifth year of his retreat, it happened 
that a man from the village in upper Tekoa had a 
son who was disturbed by a violent demon. He 
brought the boy before the blessed man and fer- 
vently implored him to have pity. St. Cyriacus 
prayed and anointed the boy, making thesign of the 
Cross over him and he was delivered from the 
dreadful illness. The news of this miracle spread 
everywhere, and men came to the blessed one and 
distracted him from his prayers. Because of this, he 
left for the outer desert of Rouba. For five years, he 
survived on melagrion roots (identity uncertain — 
ed.) and the tender shoots of plants, as though it 
were food for the emperor’s table. Moreover, his 
gift of performing miracles transformed the desert 
into a city, for whoever was possessed by demons or 
afflicted by disease eagerly hastened to him, and no 
one returned disappointed or empty-handed. But 
again, the holy one was annoyed by the visitors who 
came, so he withdrew to the remote section of the 
wilderness, where none had tread, to a site called 
Sousakim. However, the grace-filled Cyriacus was 
always troubled by the presence of the faithful. 
After seven years, an epidemic started there and in 
the surrounding areas. The monks at Souka were 
alarmed and hastened to Cyriacus, entreating and 
weeping before him to return with them to the 
lavra, so they would have him as an aid to ward off 
the epidemic. Thus, the congenial father sympa- 
thized and returned with them. He stayed there for 
five years in the cell of Saint Chariton. There also, 
with great persistence, he combated the followers of 
the teachings of Origen and overcame them. 

At that time, the renowned Cyril of 
Scythopolis, author of the lives of Saints Euthymius 
and Savvas, went from the Lavra of St. Euthymius 
to that of St. Savvas, to see Bishop John the 
Hesychast, who had sent him with letters of 
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recommendation to St. Cyriacus, that he might 
intercede with God for the expulsion of the her- 
etics. Cyril arrived and gave the letter to Cyriacus. 
He read it and was moved to tears. He said, “Tell 
the one who sent you not to grieve, for Nonnus and 
Leontius, the heretical leaders, will soon meet an 
evil end and their followers will be put to shame. 
The Church will then find peace and rest. Tell him 
that they have gone to extreme measures to under- 
mine me, the simple one, but have failed. I saw a 
divine vision that revealed their perverse heresy to 
me. Not only did I overcome their sophistry, but 
all the monks of the Monastery of Souka have also 
done through my guidance.” Learning that he was 
Cyril of the Monastery of St. Euthymius, he joy- 
fully remarked, “Behold, you are from the same 
coenobium as myself, O brother!” The blessed 
Cyriacus then exhorted Cyril with stories and de- 
tails from the lives of Saints Euthymius and Savvas, 
which Cyril later recorded. He then sent him on his 
way with Godspeed. Not too long after, his predic- 
tions came true, and the heretics were scattered. 

Even though Cyriacus was ninety-nine years 
old, he was still beset by visitors and decided to go 
to Sousakim. In the eighth year of his stay, Cyril 
decided to visit him. So he went to the Lavra of 
Souka and found the disciple of the righteous one, 
John, and together they went to Sousakim, which 
was thirty miles away. As they approached, they 
were confronted by a mighty, savage lion that 
terrified Cyril. John said to him, “Fear not.” The 
lion stared at the two and saw that they were 
heading to the holy Cyriacus. So the beast moved 
aside, and they passed by unharmed. When Father 
Cyriacus beheld their countenances, he was elated 
and said, “Well, my boy, Cyril!” Then John, his 
disciple, jested, “The lion terrified him, O father, 
and proved him to bea little cowardly!” The gentle 
saint commented, “Fear not, my child. This lion is 
a worthy sentry for my garden. He does not permit 
any beast to enter it!” 

Following this, he told them stories of the 
virtues of the desert fathers to encourage his visitors 
in their pursuit of righteousness. Then heseta table 
and gave a slice of bread to the lion out of his own 
hands. He then sent the beast to guard the veg- 


etables. Turning to his visitors, he remarked, 


“I have a good watchman for my garden, for he 
permits neither bear nor beast nor Bedouin to 
enter.” They stayed there and enjoyed the day, 
partaking of and benefiting from his teachings. 
The next day, he blessed them and bade them good- 
bye in peace. Again, the beast allowed them to pass, 
and they departed happily to their own sketes. 

Ata later point in time, that part of the country 
was plagued by a severe drought, so that there was no 
water to be found anywhere. Therefore, the righ- 
teous one prayed to God for rain, and straightway, a 
cloud appeared above him. It rained in such torrents 
that the water pots and ditches were filled to capacity 
— much more than what the saint needed. 

We deem it necessary to tell this one as well. 
Two of his disciples went to visithim. On their way 
they espied a figure that might be that of a man. 
They thought perchance it might be an anchorite, 
for many inhabited the desert at that time. As they 
approached the figure, it slipped away to hide in a 
cave. Asa result, they stood outside asking for a 
blessing. A voice answered, “What do you want? I 
amawoman. Tell me, where are you going?” They 
answered, “To the anchorite, Cyriacus, but, pray 
tell us, what is you name and where are you from. 
She said, “Go now and when you return I will tell 
you.” But they were unwilling to leave. So she 
continued, “My name is Mary. I once chanted and 
read the Psalter at the Church of the Resurrection, 
but I scandalized some. Therefore I besought God 
to rescue me from the snares of the enemy. One 
day, moved to contrition, I went to the pool of 
Siloam. I filled this vessel with water and puta few 
oats in this bag, and came to this recess. Now, as 
you have noticed, it has not diminished to this 
day, and I have not seen a man since that time. Be 
that as it may; go now and on your return trip, stop 
by and see me.” After this, they departed, and 
coming to St Cyriacus, they told him their expe- 
rience. He marveled at this and told them to see 
her on the way back. But when they returned, 
they found that she had reposed and was lying on 
the floor of the cave. So they hastened to the Lavra 
of Souka and returned with the essentials neces- 
sary for burial. They performed the service and 
buried her relics in the cave. St. Mary is com- 
memorated on September 29". 
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St. Cyriacus stayed at Sousakim for eight years. 
During that time, the heresy of Origen died out. 
The monks at the Lavra of Souka came and took 
him to the cave of St. Chariton. This is where the 
talented Cyril retreated and wrote down the lives of 
St. Euthymius and St. Savvas. He was guided by 
Cyriacus, from whom he derived great benefit and 
progress in virtue. 

Our saint lived to be one hundred and eight 
years old; even until his end he never slackened in 
his customary pursuits. To recapitulate, when he 
arrived in Jerusalem, he was eighteen years old. He 
lived with St. Gerasimus of the Jordan for nine 
years; then he passed ten years at the Monastery of 
St. Euthymius; after that he spent thirty-nine years 
at the Lavra of Souka in the desert of Natuf. Then 
he served the brethren for five years, surviving on 
wild onions, then another five years at Rouba. At 
Sousakim, he dwelt for seven years, and then spent 
five years in the cave of St. Chariton. He returned 
once more to Sousakim for another eighteen years, 
only to return to the cave of St. Chariton for an 
additional two years prior to his repose in 556 AD. 

Although he was superannuated, he was never 
negligent in his duties — that is, in chanting the 
hymns of the Church and serving those who visited 
him. St. Cyriacus was engaging and humble, easy 
to approach, congenial, receptive to all; he lacked 
none of the good qualities and was able to foretell 
the future. In stature, he was tall and robust; all his 
bodily members remained sound despite his 
advanced age. 

He always taught and propagated the Ortho- 
dox Faith. It is recorded that while the blessed man 
struggled towards salvation in a small cell near the 
Jordan, a certain monk named Theophanes visited 
him. He was an adherent of the Nestorian heresy 
(which degrades the Son of God and the 
Theotokos). On learning this, St. Cyriacus ex- 
horted and advised him to forsake his errors and to 
turn to the Catholic and Apostolic Church. “There 


is but one path to our salvation,” the saint said, “and 


that is to think and believe as the holy fathers 
thought and believed.” Theophanes replied, “All 
heresies also say that if one has no communion with 
them, he cannot be saved. What am I to do? My 
mind is so weak that it cannot grasp the Truth and 
distinguish it from error. Entreat God for me, that 
He give me understanding from on high by some 
revelation!” 

St. Cyriacus rejoiced that his brother was pre- 
pared to accept understanding, and he said to him, 
“Remain in my cell, and I trust that God in His 
goodness will reveal the Truth to you.” He then 
betook himself into solitude and began to entreat 
God for that brother. And behold, about the ninth 
hour of the next day, the Nestorian saw someone 
who said sternly, “Come and learn the truth.” The 
stranger led him to a dark and malodorous place 
where he was shown Nestorius, Arius, Eutychius, 
Dioscorus and the other heretics in the billows of 
hell, groaning and gnashing their teeth because of 
the unbearable suffering. “Behold the outcome 
of those who reason impiously and their followers,” 
said the stranger. “Thus, if this place is pleasing to 
you, remain in your perversity, but if you do not 
wish to undergo a similar punishment, turn to the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, to which Cyriacus 
belongs. I say unto you that if a man does all that 
is virtuous, yet does not believe in an Orthodox 
manner, he shall arrive at this place of torment.” 
Thereafter, the herald of the divine will which had 
appeared vanished, and the Nestorian, acknowl- 
edging his devious error, attached himself to the 
Orthodox Church. 

Towards the end of St. Cyriacus’ life, he be- 
came ill and thus surrendered his soul to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, where he now rejoices with the righ- 
teous in the light of the angels, beholding all the 
things that he ever desired and the glory of the Holy 
Trinity, receiving Christ our Lord with the 
Unoriginate Father and the All holy and Life-giving 
Spirit, to Whom be glory honor, dominion and 
worship to everlasting ages. Amen. 


Translated by Leo Papadopulos from The Great Synaxaristes, Athens, Matthew Lagges, publisher. 1986, Vol. IX, pp. 362-69. 
Revised 2004. All rights reserved. Judy Dantzler, typist, Ellensburg, WA 
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SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES 


THE “BIG ONE” 

We pray that at least a few donors may be able to 
contribute at this level, $2500 or more, for which: 
A copy of the Spiritual Psalter, hand-bound in hand- 

tooled leather (only a very few copies exist) 

A copy of the Pentecostarion, of course! 

A lifetime subscription to Living Orthodoxy 

Your pick of hardbound volumes of Living Ortho- 
doxy, volumes VII-XXVIII (two years per vol- 
ume, as long as supplies last; earlier volumes 
are in short supply) 

A lifetime enrollment for “ordinary” SJKP publi- 
cations (calendars, saint’s lives and other small 
books; does not include items such as the 
Pentecostarion and Menaion). 


BENEFACTOR 
For a contribution of $1500 or more: 
A copy of the Pentecostarion 
A lifetime subscription to Living Orthodoxy 
Any four hardbound volumes of Living Orthodoxy, 
volumes VII-XXVIII (as above) 
A lifetime enrollment for “ordinary” SJKP publi- 


cations (as above) 


LIFETIME ENROLLMENT 
For a contribution of $1000 or more: 
A copy of the Pentecostarion 


Any four hardbound volumes of Living Orthodoxy, 
volumes VII-XXVIII (as above) 
A lifetime enrollment for “ordinary” SJKP publi- 


cations (as above) 


SPECIAL GIFT 
For a contribution of $500 or more: 
A copy of the Pentecostarion 
Any four hardbound volumes of Living Orthodoxy, 
volumes VII-XXVIII (as above) 
A 3-year subscription (new or extension) to Living 


Orthodoxy 


DONOR 
For a contribution of $100 or more: 
Any one hardbound volume of Living Orthodoxy, 
volumes VII-XXVIII (as above) 


A 3-year subscription (new or extension) to Living 


Orthodoxy 


SUSTAINER 

For a pledge of $100/month, committed for at 
least two years: 

A copy of the Pentecostarion 

Any four hardbound volumes of Living Orthodoxy, 
volumes VII-XXVIII (as above) 

All publications of the Press, for so long as the 
sustainer support continues 


THE SMALL TYPE: 


While the Press can (we hope!) absorb inevitable 
increases in domestic shipping rates for all these 
offers, the dramatic rise in international shipping 
rates in the past couple of years (and probably worse 
to come) create the necessity for an addendum for 
foreign contributors. Living Orthodoxy can be 
delivered abroad as pdf documents at no additional 
cost; hard-copy mailing will require an additional 


contribution each year (at present $6 for Canada, 
$15 elsewhere). “Premium” books (Pentecostarion 
and bound volumes of Living Orthodoxy) will be 
shipped together for an additional contribution of 
$50 for Canada, $75 elsewhere. Thereafter, annual 
contributions for shipping costs will be needed 
(1-2 shipments each year); we will of course do 
everything possible to minimize costs. 


AND IN ALL CASES, NO MATTER HOW LARGE OR SMALL: 
OUR SPECIAL THANKSGIVING AND BLESSINGS AND PRAYERS 


“AS YE SOW, SO SHALL YE REAP.” 
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ON MORTALITY 
ST. CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE 


1 

Although in very many of you, dearly beloved 
brethren, there is a steadfast mind, a firm faith, and 
a devoted spirit which is not disturbed at the 
frequency of this present time of death but, like a 
strong and stable rock, rather shatters the turbulent 
onsets of the world and the raging waves of time 
while it is not itself shattered, and is not overcome 
but tried by these temptations — Yet, I observe that 
among the people some, either through weakness of 
mind or through decay of faith, or through the 
sweetness of this worldly life or through the softness 
of their sex or, what is of still greater account, 
through error from the Truth, are standing less 
steadily and are not exerting the divine and 
unvanquished vigor of their heart. Thus, the mat- 
ter may not be disguised nor kept in silence but, as 
far as my feeble powers suffice with my full 
strength, and with a discourse gathered from the 
Lord’s lessons, the slothfulness ofa luxurious dispo- 
sition must be restrained, and he who has begun 
already to be a man of God and of Christ must be 
found worthy of God and of Christ. 


2 

For he who wars for God, dearest brethren, ought 
to acknowledge himself as one who, placed in the 
heavenly camp, already hopes for divine things, so 
that we may have no trembling at the storms and 
whirlwinds of the world, and no disturbance, since 
the Lord had foretold that these would come. With 
the exhortation of His foreseeing word, instructing 
and teaching and preparing and strengthening the 
people of His Church for all endurance of things to 
come, He predicted and said that wars and famines 
and earthquakes and pestilences would arise in each 
place. And lest an unexpected and new dread of 
mischiefs should shake us, He previously warned us 
that adversity would increase more and more in the 
last times. 


Behold, the very things occur which were spoken. 
And since those occur which were foretold, what- 
ever things were promised will also follow, as the 


Lord Himself promises, saying: “But when ye see 
all these things come to pass, know that the king- 
dom of God is at hand” (Lk 21:31). The kingdom 
of God, beloved brethren, is beginning to be at 
hand. The reward of life, the rejoicing of eternal 
salvation, and the perpetual gladness and posses- 
sion lately lost of paradise are now coming, with the 
passing away of the world. Already heavenly things 
are taking the place of earthly, and great things of 
small, and eternal things of things that fade away. 
What room is there here for anxiety and solicitude? 
Who, in the midst of these things, is trembling and 
sad, except he who is without hope and faith? For 
it is for him to fear death, who is not willing to go 
to Christ. It is for him who is unwilling to go to 
Christ, who does not believe that he is about to 
reign with Christ. 


3 
For it is written that the just live by faith. Ifyou are 
just and live by faith, if you truly believe in Christ 
— why, since you are about to be with Christ and 
are secure of the Lord’s promise, do you not em- 
brace the assurance that you are called to Christ, 
and rejoice that you are freed from the devil? 
Certainly Simeon, that just man, who was truly 
just, who kept God’s commands with a full faith, 
when it had been pledged him from heaven that he 
should not die before he had seen the Christ, and 
Christ had come as an infant into the temple with 
His mother, acknowledged in spirit that Christ was 
now born, concerning Whom it had been foretold 
to him. When he had seen Him, he knew that he 
should soon die. Therefore, rejoicing concerning 
his now approaching death and secure of his imme- 
diate summons, he received the Child into his arms 
and, blessing the Lord, exclaimed: “Now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to 
Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation” 
(Lk 2:29). Thereby he assuredly proved and bore 
witness that the servants of God then should have 
peace, should be free, should find tranquil repose 
when, withdrawn from the whirlwinds of the 
world, we attain the harbor of our home and eternal 
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security; when, having accomplished this death, we 
come to immortality. For that is our peace, that our 
faithful tranquility, that our steadfast and abiding 


and perpetual security. 


4 
But for the rest, what else is daily carried on but a 
battle against the devil, a struggle against his darts 
and weapons in constant conflicts? Our warfare is 
with avarice, with immodesty, with anger, with 
ambition. Our toilsome wrestling is with carnal vices 
and the enticements of the world. The mind of man, 
besieged and in every quarter invested with the 
onsets of the devil, scarcely in each point meets the 
attack, scarcely resists it. If avarice is laid prostrate, 
lust springs up. Iflust is overcome, ambition takes its 
place. If ambition is despised, anger exasperates, 
pride puffs up, wine-bibbing entices, envy breaks 
concord, jealousy cuts friendship. You are con- 
strained to curse, which the divine law forbids; you 
are compelled to swear, which is not lawful. 
5 

The soul suffers daily so many persecutions, with so 
many risks is the heart wearied, and yet it delights to 
abide long here among the devil’s weapons, when it 
should rather be our craving and wish to hasten to 
Christ by the aid of a quicker death, as He Himself 
instructs us: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye 
shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice; 
and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be 
turned into joy” (Jn 16:20). Who would not desire 
to be without sadness? Who would not hasten to 
attain to joy? But when our sadness shall be turned 
into joy, the Lord Himself again declares: “I will see 
you again, and your heart shall rejoice; and your joy 
no man shall take from you” (Jn 16:22). 


Since, therefore, to see Christ is to rejoice, and we 
cannot have joy unless we shall see Christ, what 
blindness of mind, what folly it is to love the world’s 
afflictions and punishments and tears, and not rather 
to hasten to the joy which can never be taken away! 


6 
But this is so, beloved brethren, because faith is 
lacking, because no one believes that the things 


which God promises are true, although He is true, 
Whose word to believers is eternal and unchange- 
able. If a grave and praiseworthy man should 
promise you something, you would assuredly have 
faith in the promiser, and would not think that you 
would be cheated and deceived by him whom ye 
knew to be steadfast in his words and his deeds. 
Now God is speaking with you — and do you 
faithlessly waver in your unbelieving minds? God 
promises to you, on your departure from this 
world, immortality and eternity, and do you doubt? 
This is not to know God ar all. This is to offend 
Christ, the Teacher of believers, with the sin of 
incredulity. This is for one established in the 
Church not to have faith in the house of Faith. 
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Christ Himself, the Teacher of our salvation and of 
our good works, shows us how great is the advan- 
tage of going out of the world. It was He Who, 
when His disciples were saddened that He said that 
He was soon to depart, spoke to them and said: “If 
ye loved Me, ye would surely rejoice because I go to 
the Father” (Jn 14:28). He taught thereby and 
manifested that when the dear ones whom we love 
depart from the world, we should rather rejoice 
than grieve. Remembering this truth, the blessed 
Apostle Paul lays it down, saying: “To me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil 1:21). He counted 
it the greatest gain no longer to be held by the snares 
of this world, no longer to be liable to the sins and 
vices of the flesh but, taken away from smarting 
troubles and freed from the envenomed fangs of the 
devil, to go at the call of Christ to the joy of eternal 
salvation. 
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Nevertheless, it disturbs some that the power of this 
disease attacks our people just as it does the heathen 
— as if the Christian believed for this purpose, that 
he might have the enjoyment of the world and this 
life free from the contact of ills, not as one who 
undergoes all adverse things here and is reserved for 
future joy. Yet what is there in this world which is 
not common to us with others, so long as this flesh 
of ours still remains, according to the law of our first 
birth, common to us and them? 
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So longas we are here in the world, we are associated 
with the human race in fleshly equality, even 
though separated in spirit. Therefore until this 
corruptible shall put on incorruption and the mor- 
tal receive immortality, and the Spirit lead us to 
God the Father, whatsoever are the disadvantages 
of the flesh are common to us with the human race. 


Thus, when the earth is barren with an unproductive 
harvest, famine makes no distinction. Thus, when 
with the invasion of an enemy a city is taken, 
captivity at once desolates all. And when the serene 
clouds withhold the rain, the drought is alike to all. 
When the jagged rocks rend the ship, the shipwreck 
is common, without exception, to all who sail in her. 
Disease of the eyes, the attack of fevers, the feebleness 
of all the limbs is common to us with others, so long 
as we bear this common flesh in the world. 


9 
Moreover, if the Christian know and keep fast 
under what condition and what law he has believed, 
he will be aware that he must suffer more than others 
in the world, since he must struggle more with the 
attacks of the devil. Holy Scripture teaches and 
forewarns: “My son, when thou comest to the 
service of God, stand in righteousness and fear, and 
prepare thy soul for temptation” (Ecclus 2:1, 4). 
And again: “In pain endure, and in thy humility 
have patience; for gold and silver is tried in the fire, 
but acceptable men in the furnace of humiliation” 


(Ecclus 2:5). 


10 
Thus Job, after the loss of his wealth, after the death 
of his children, moreover grievously afflicted with 
sores and worms, was not overcome, but proved. In 
his very struggles and anguish, showing forth the 
patience of a religious mind, he says: Naked came I 
out of my mother’s womb, naked also I shall go 
under the earth. The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken 
away. As it seemed fit to the Lord, so it hath been 
done. Blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). 
And when his wife urged him, in his impatience at 
the acuteness of his pain, to speak something against 
God with a complaining and envious voice, he 
answered: ““Thou speakest as one of the foolish 
women. If we have received good from the hand of 


the Lord, why shall we not suffer evil?’ In all these 
things which befell him, Job sinned not with his lips 
in the sight of the Lord” (Job 2:10). 


Therefore the Lord God gives him a testimony, 
saying: “Hast thou considered my servant Job? For 
there is none like him in all the earth, a man without 
complaint, a true worshipper of God” (Job 1:8). 
And Tobias, after his excellent works, after the 
many and glorious illustrations of his merciful 
spirit, having suffered the loss of his sight, fearing 
and blessing God in his adversity, by his very bodily 
affliction increased in praise. Even him also his wife 
tried to pervert: “Where are thy righteousnesses? 
Behold how thou sufferest!” (Tob 2:14). But he, 
steadfast and firm in respect of the fear of God, 
armed by the faith of his religion to all endurance of 
suffering, yielded not to the temptation of his weak 
wife in his trouble. Rather, he deserved better from 
God by his greater patience. Afterwards, the angel 
Raphael praises him: “It is honorable to show forth 
and to confess the works of God. For when thou 
didst pray, and Sara thy daughter-in-law, I did offer 
the remembrance of your prayer in the presence of 
the glory of God. And when thou didst bury the 
dead in singleness of heart, and because thou didst 
not delay to rise up and leave thy dinner, and 
wentest and didst bury the dead, I was sent to make 
proof of thee. And God again hath sent me to heal 
thee and Sara thy daughter-in-law. For I am 
Raphael, one of the seven holy angels, who are 
present and go in and out before the glory of God” 
(Tob 12:11-15). 


1] 
Righteous men have always possessed this endur- 
ance. The apostles maintained this discipline from 
the law of the Lord, not to murmur in adversity, but 
to accept bravely and patiently whatever things 
happen in the world. But the Jews in this matter 
always offended, constantly murmuring against 
God, as the Lord God bears witness in the book of 
Numbers: “Let their murmuring cease from Me, 
and they shall not die” (Num 17:10). We must not 
murmur in adversity, beloved brethren. We must 
bear with patience and courage whatever happens, 
for it is written: “The sacrifice to God is a broken 
spirit; a contrite and humbled heart God does not 


—_: | 


despise” (Ps 50:17). And also in Deuteronomy the 
Holy Spirit warns by Moses: “The Lord Thy God 
will vex thee, and will bring hunger upon thee; and 
it shall be known in thine heart if thou hast well 
kept His commandments or no” (Deut 8:2). And 
again: “The Lord your God proveth you, that He 
may know whether ye love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul” (Deut 13:3). 


12 

Thus Abraham pleased God who, that he might 
please God, did not shrink even from losing his son, 
or from committing an act of parricide. You, who 
cannot endure to lose your son by the law and lot of 
mortality, what would you do if ye were bidden to 
slay your son? The fear and faith of God ought to 
make you prepared for anything, even should it be 
the loss of loss of private estate, or the constant and 
cruel harassment of your limbs by agonizing disor- 
ders, or the deadly and mournful wrench from wife, 
from children, from departing dear ones. Let these 
things not be offenses to you, but struggles, neither 
let them weaken or break the Christian’s faith, but 
rather show forth his strength in the struggle, since 
all the injury inflicted by present troubles is to be 
despised in the assurance of future blessings. 


For the helmsman is recognized in the tempest. In 
warfare is the soldier proved. It is a wanton display 
when there is no danger. Struggle in adversity is the 
trial of the truth. The tree which is deeply founded 
in its root is not moved by the onset of winds, and 
the ship which is built of solid timbers is beaten by 
the waves but not shattered. When the threshing- 
floor brings out the corn, the strong and robust 
grains despise the winds, while the empty chaff is 
carried away by the blast which falls upon it. 


13 
Thus the Apostle Paul, after shipwrecks, scourgings, 
after many and grievous tortures of the flesh and 
body, says that he is not grieved, but benefited by his 
adversity, that while he is sorely afflicted he might 
more truly be proved. “There was given to me,” he 
says, “a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, that I should not be lifted up: for which 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 


from me; and Hesaid unto me, My grace is sufficient 


for thee, for strength is made perfect in weakness” (II 
Cor 12:7-9). When, therefore, weakness and ineffi- 
ciency and any destruction seize us, then our strength 
is made perfect. Then our faith, if when tried it shall 
stand fast, is crowned, as it is written: “The furnace 
trieth the vessels of the potter, and the trial of 
tribulation just men” (Ecclus 27:5). This, in short, 
is the difference berween us and others who know 
not God, that in misfortune they complain and 
murmur, while adversity does not call us away from 
the truth of virtue and faith, but strengthens us by its 
suffering. 


14 
This trial — that now the bowels, relaxed into a 
constant flux, discharge the bodily strength; that a 
fire originated in the marrow ferments into wounds 
in the very back of the mouth; that the intestines are 
shaken with continual vomiting; that the eyes are fire 
with the injected blood; that in some cases the feet or 
some parts of the limbs are taken off by the contagion 
of diseased putrefaction; that from the weakness 
arising by the maiming and loss of the body either the 
gait is enfeebled, or the hearing obstructed, or sight 


darkened — is profitable as a proof of faith. 


Whata grandeur of spirit itis to struggle with all the 
powers of an unshaken mind against so many 
onslaughts of devastation and death! What sublim- 
ity, to stand erect amid the desolation of the human 
race, and not to lie prostrate with those who have no 
hope in God, but rather to rejoice and to embrace 
the benefit of the occasion; that in thus bravely 
showing forth our faith by suffering endured, going 
forward to Christ by the narrow way that Christ 
trod, we may receive the reward of His life and faith 
according to His own judgment! 


Assuredly he may fear to die who, not being regen- 
erated of water and the Spirit, is delivered over to 
the fires of Gehenna. He may fear to die who is not 
enrolled in the Cross and passion of Christ. He may 
fear to die who, from this death shall pass over to a 
second death. He may fear to die who, on his 
departure from this world, eternal flame shall tor- 
ment with never-ending punishment. He may fear 
to die who has this advantage ina lengthened delay, 
that in the meanwhile his groanings and his anguish 
are being postponed. 
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Many of our people die in this time of death — that 
is, many of our people are liberated from this world. 
This deadly disease, just as it is a plague to Jews and 
Gentiles and enemies of Christ, so it is a departure 
to salvation for God’s servants. The fact that, 
without any difference made between one and 
another, the righteous die as well as the 
unrighteous, is no reason for you to suppose that it 
isa common death for the good and evil alike. The 
righteous are called to their place of refreshing, and 
the unrighteous are snatched away to punishment. 
Safety is more speedily given to the faithful, penalty 


to the unbelieving. 


We are thoughtless and ungrateful, beloved breth- 
ren, for the divine benefits, and do not acknowl- 
edge what is conferred upon us. Lo, virgins depart 
in peace, safe with their glory, not fearing the 
threats of the coming antichrist, and his 
corruptions and his brothels. Boys escape the peril 
of their unstable age, and in happiness attain the 
Now the 


delicate matron does not fear tortures, for she has 


reward of continence and innocence. 


escaped by a rapid death the fear of persecution and 
the hands and torments of the executioner. 


By the dread of mortality and of the time the 
lukewarm are inflamed, the slack are nerved up, the 
slothful are stimulated, the deserters are compelled 
to return, the heathen are constrained to believe, 
the ancient congregation of the faithful is called to 
rest, the new and abundant army is gathered to the 
battle with a braver vigor, to fight without fear of 
death when the bartle shall come, because it comes 
to the warfare in the time of mortality. 


16 
And further, beloved brethren, what is it, what a 
great thing it is, how pertinent, how necessary — 
that that pestilence and plague which seems hor- 
rible and deadly searches out the righteousness of 
each oneand examines the minds of the human race 
— to see whether they who are in health tend the 
sick; whether relations affectionately love their kin- 
dred; whether masters pity their languishing ser- 
vants; whether physicians do not forsake beseech- 
ing patients; whether the fierce suppress their 


violence; whether the rapacious can quench the 
ever insatiable ardor of their raging avarice even by 
the fear of death; whether the haughty bend their 
neck; whether the wicked soften their boldness; 
whether, when their dear ones perish, the rich even 
then bestow anything on the poor and give, when 
they are to die without heirs. Even if this time of 
death bestowed nothing else, it would have done 
this benefit to Christians and God’s servants, that 
we begin gladly to desire martyrdom as we learn not 
to fear death. These are trainings for us, not deaths; 
they give the mind the glory of fortitude. By 
contempt for death they prepare for the crown. 


17 
But perchance someone may object: “It is this, 
then, that saddens me in the present wave of death, 
that I, who had been prepared for confession, and 
had devoted myself to the endurance of suffering 
with my whole heart and abundant courage, am 
deprived of martyrdom, in that I am anticipated by 
death.” In the first place, martyrdom is not in your 
power, but in the condescension of God; neither 
can you say that you have lost what you do not 
know whether you would deserve to receive. Then, 
besides, God, the searcher of the reins and heart and 
the investigator and knower of secret things, sees 
you and praises and approves you. He Who sees 
that your virtue was ready in you will give you a 
reward for your virtue. Had Cain, when he offered 
his gift to God, already slain his brother? And yet 
God, foreseeing the fratricide conceived in his 
mind, anticipated its condemnation. As in that case 
the evil thought and mischievous intention were 
foreseen by a foreseeing God, so also in God’s 
servants, among whom confession is purposed and 
martyrdom conceived in the mind, the intention 


dedicated to good is crowned by God the judge. 


It is one thing for the spirit to be wanting for 
martyrdom, and another for martyrdom to be 
wanting for the spirit. Such as the Lord finds you 
when He calls you, such also He judges you. For He 
Himself bears witness: “And all the churches shall 
know that I am the searcher of the reins and heart” 
(Apoc 2:23). For God does not ask for our blood, 
but for our faith. For neither Abraham nor Isaac 
nor Jacob were slain. Yet, being honored by the 
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deserts of faith and righteousness, they deserved to 
be first among the patriarchs, to whose feast is 
collected everyone who is found faithful and righ- 
teous and praiseworthy. 


18 
Weoughtto remember thatweshould do notour own 
will, but God’s, in accordance with what our Lord has 
bidden us to pray daily. How preposterous and absurd 
it is that, while we ask that the will of God should be 
done, yet when God calls and summons us from this 
world weshould notat once obey the command of His 
will! We struggle and resist, and after the manner of 
froward servants we are dragged to the presence of the 
Lord with sadness and grief, departing hence under 
the bondage of necessity, not with the obedience of 
free will. We wish to be honored with heavenly reward 
by Him to Whom we 
come unwillingly! 


Why, then, do we pray 
and ask that the king- 
dom of heaven may 
come, if the captivity 
of earth delights us? Why do we entreat and beg, with 
frequently repeated prayers, that the day of His king- 
dom may hasten, if our greater desires and stronger 
wishes are to obey the devil here, rather than to reign 


with Christ? 


10 
That the indications of the divine providence may 
be more evidently manifest, proving that the Lord, 
prescient of the future, takes counsel for the true 
salvation of His people — 


One of our colleagues and fellow-priests, wearied 
with infirmity and anxious about the present ap- 
proach of death, prayed for a respite for himself. 
There stood by him as he prayed, and when he was 
now at the point of death, a youth, venerable in 
honor and majesty, lofty in stature and shining in 
aspect on whom, as he stood by him, the human 
glance could scarcely look with fleshly eyes, except 
that he who was about to depart from the world 
could already behold such a one. And he, not 
without a certain indignation of mind and voice, 
rebuked him and said: “You fear to suffer, you do 
not wish to depart; what shall I do to you?” 


For we know... that the black garments should 
not be taken upon us here, when they have 
already taken upon them white raiment there. 


It was the word of one rebuking and warning, of 
one who, when men are anxious about persecution 
and indifferent concerning their summons, con- 
sents not to their present desire, but consults for the 
future. Our dying brother and colleague heard 
what he was to say to others. For he who heard 
when he was dying, heard for the very purpose that 
he might tell it. He heard not for himself, but for 
us. For what could he, who was already on the eve 
of departure, learn for himself? Yea, doubtless, he 
learned it for us who remain in order that, when we 
find the priest who sought for delay rebuked, we 
might acknowledge what is beneficial for all. 


20 

To myself also, the very least and last, how often has 
it been revealed, how frequently and manifestly has 
it been commanded by 
the condescension of 
God: that I should dili- 
gently bear witness and 
publicly declare that our 
brethren who are free 
from this world by the Lord’s summonsare not to be 

lamented. For we know that they are not lost, but 

sent before; that, departing from us, they precede us 

as travelers, as navigators are accustomed to do; that 

they should be desired, but not bewailed; that the 

black garments should not be taken upon us here, 

when they have already taken upon them white 

raiment there; that occasion should not be given to 

the Gentiles for them deservedly and rightly to 

reproach us that we mourn for those who, we say, are 

alive with God, as if they were extinct and lost, and 

that we do not manifest with the testimony of the 

heart and breast the faith which we express with 

speech and word. Weare prevaricators of our hope 

and faith: what we say appears to be simulated, 

feigned, counterfeit. There is no advantage in 

setting forth virtue by our words, and destroying the 

truth by our deeds. 


21 
Finally, the Apostle Paul reproaches and rebukes 
and blames any who are in sorrow at the departure 
of their friends. “I would not,” says he, “have you 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
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have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them which are asleep in Jesus 
will God bring with Him” (I Thess 4:13). He says 
that those who have no hope have sorrow in the 
departure of their friends. 


But we who live in hope, and believe in God, and 
trust that Christ suffered for us and rose again — 
why either are we ourselves unwilling to depart 
hence from this life, or do we bewail and grieve for 
our friends when they depart as if they were lost, 
when Christ Himself, our Lord and God, encour- 
ages us and says, “I am the resurrection and the life: 
he that believeth in Me, though he die, yet shall he 
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall 
not die eternally” (Jn 11:25). If we believe in 
Christ, let us have faith in His words and promises. 
Since we shall not die eternally, let us come with a 
glad security unto Christ, with Whom we are both 
to conquer and to reign forever. 
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When we die, we are passing over to immortal- 
ity by death; nor can eternal life follow, unless 
it should befall us to depart from this life. That 
is not an ending, but a transit and, this journey 
of time being traversed, a passage to eternity. 
Who would not hasten to better things? Who 
would not crave to be changed and renewed 
into the likeness of Christ, to arrive more 
quickly to the dignity of heavenly glory. Paul 
the apostle announces: “For our conversation is 
in heaven, whence also we look for the Lord 
Jesus Christ; Who shall change the body of our 
humiliation, and conform it to the body of His 


glory?” (Phil 3:21). 


Christ the Lord also promises that we shall be such 
when, that we may be with Him, and that we may 
live with Him in eternal mansions and may rejoice 
in heavenly kingdoms, He prays the Father for us: 
“Father, I will also that they whom Thou hast 
given Me be with Me where I am, and may see the 
glory which Thou hast given Me before the world 
was made” (Jn 17:24). He who is to attain to the 
throne of Christ, to the glory of heavenly king- 
doms, ought not to mourn nor lament but rather, 
in accordance with the Lord’s promise, in 


accordance with his faith in the Truth, to rejoice 
in this his departure and translation. 


23 
Thus, moreover, we find that Enoch also, who 
pleased God, was translated, as the Holy Scripture 
bears witness in Genesis: “And Enoch pleased God; 
and afterwards he was not found, because God 
translated him” (Gen 5:24). To have been pleasing 
in the sight of God was thus to have merited being 
translated from the contagion of the world. More- 
over, also, the Holy Spirit teaches by Solomon that 
those who please God are more easily taken hence, 
and are more quickly set free lest, while they are 
delaying longer in the world they should be pol- 
luted with the contagions of the world. “He was 
taken away lest wickedness should change his un- 
derstanding. For his soul was pleasing to God; 
wherefore hasted He to take him away from the 
midst of wickedness” (Wis 4:11). So also, in the 
Psalms, the soul which is devoted to God in spiri- 
tual faith hastens to the Lord: “How amiable are 
Thy dwellings, O God of hosts! My soul longeth, 
and hasteneth unto the courts of God” (Ps 83:1). 


24 
It is for him to wish to remain long in the world 
whom the world delights, whom this life, flattering 
and deceiving, invites by the enticements of earthly 
pleasure. Again, since the world hates the Chris- 
tian, why do you love that which hates you? And 
why do you not rather follow Christ, Who both 
redeemed and loves you? In his epistle St. John cries 
out, exhorting that we should not follow carnal 
desires and love the world. “Love not the world,” 
says he, “neither the things which are in the world. 
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world is the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, which is not of the Father, but of the lust of the 
world. And the world shall pass away, and the lust 
thereof; but he who doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever, even as God abideth for ever” (I Jn 2:15). 
Rather, beloved brethren, with a sound mind, with 
a firm faith, with a robust virtue, let us be prepared 
for the whole will of God. Laying aside the fear of 
death, let us think on the immortality which 
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follows. By this let us show ourselves to be what we 
believe, that we do not grieve over the departure of 
those dear to us and that, when the day of our 
summons shall arrive, we come without delay and 
without resistance to the Lord when He Himself 
calls us. 


2 

And this, as it ought always to be done by God’s 
servants, much more ought to be done now — now 
that the world is collapsing and is oppressed with 
the tempests of mischievous ills — in order that we 
who see that terrible things have begun, and know 
that still more terrible things are imminent, may 
regard it as the greatest advantage to depart from it 
as quickly as possible. Ifin your dwelling the walls 
were shaking with age, the roofs above you were 
trembling, and the house, now worn out and wea- 
ried, were threatening an immediate destruction of 
its structure crumbling with age — would you not 
with all speed depart? If, when you were on a 
voyage, an angry and raging tempest, by the waves 
violently aroused, foretold the coming shipwreck 
— would you not quickly seek the harbor? Lo, the 
world is changing and passing away, and witnesses 
to its ruin not now by its age, but by the end of 
things. And do you not give God thanks, do you 
not congratulate yourself, that by an earlier depar- 
ture you are taken away and delivered from the 
shipwrecks and disasters that are imminent? 


26 
We should consider, dearly beloved brethren — we 
should ever and anon reflect that we have 
renounced the world, and are in the meantime 
living here as guests and strangers. Let us greet the 
day which assigns each of us to his own home, 
which snatches us hence and sets us free from the 


snares of the world and restores us to paradise and 
the heavenly kingdom. Who, placed in foreign 
lands, would not hasten to return to his own 
country? Who, hastening to his friends, would not 
eagerly desire a prosperous gale, that he might the 
sooner embrace those dear to him? 


We regard paradise as our country — we already 
begin to consider the patriarchs as our parents. 
Why do we not hasten and run, that we may behold 
our country, that we may greet our parents? There 
a great number of our dear ones await us, and a 
dense crowd of parents, brothers, children, is long- 
ing for us, already assured of their own safety and 
still solicitous for our salvation. To attain to their 
presence and their embrace, what a gladness both 
for them and for us in common! 


Whata pleasure is there in the heavenly kingdom, 
without fear of death. And how lofty and per- 
petual a happiness is there with eternity of living! 
There is the glorious company of the apostles, 
there the host of rejoicing prophets, there the 
innumerable multitude of martyrs crowned for 
the victory of their struggle and passion, there the 
triumphant virgins who subdued the lust of the 
flesh and of the body by the strength of their 
continency. There are the merciful men rewarded 
who, by feeding and helping the poor, have done 
the works of righteousness, those who, keeping 
the Lord’s precepts, have transferred their earthly 
patrimonies to the heavenly treasuries. To these, 
dear brethren, let us hasten with an eager desire. 
Let us crave quickly to be with them and quickly 
to come to Christ. May God behold this our eager 
desire. May the Lord Christ look upon this 
purpose of our mind and faith, He Who will give 
the larger rewards of His glory to those whose 
desires in respect of Himself were greater! 


Text from Ante-Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Eerdmans. 
Edited for clarity and modernization of style, punctuation and spelling. 
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THE HAITIAN ORTHODOX MISSION — A CONTINUING LIFE 


Introducing our youngest parishioner — 
Barbara, with proud parents Fr. Amboise & 
Matushka Nicole; our family in Haiti continues to 
grow! Happily, the socio-political conditions in 
Haiti have continued to improve, even if painfully 
slowly. Streets (some of them) which were before 
decorated by piles of rotting garbage and trash are 
now clear, if not clean, enough not to bea horror to 
travel through. A bus service has been instituted in 
Port-au-Prince, providing humane transport in at 
least some portions of the city, and as far to the west 
as Légoane (still a long way from Jacmel!). Thou- 
sands of tap-taps, covered pickups jammed with 
travelers, however, continue to clog the roadways, 
but even their behavior has noticeably improved. 

At LaPlaine, work is progressing on the cloture 
wall for the new land, which we pray will one day 
be the site of a beautiful church. At about 1.25 
acres, that’s a lot of wall to build! In the meanwhile, it serves as home 
for a church family and, to a limited extent, as garden land. Unfor- 
tunately, not a great deal can be accomplished in the agricultural 
department until the wall is completed and high enough to restrain 
marauding livestock. The deep well we were able to drill a few years 
ago continues to serve the growing community in the area, providing 
fresh, drinkable water. But getting it from the well to the homes is 
still quite a job — that bucket is full oF water, and the fence the 
barefoot little girl has to cross = 
with it is pretty high. Care to 
try it yourself? 

Life for the family of the 
Chapel of St. Dorothy of 
Kashin is hard — almost no 
one has anything resembling 
good employment — but 
nevertheless it is a happy fam- 
ily, with many happy children. 

As I write, the 22 ton con- 
tainer of food relief for the 
schools is still tied up in Hai- 
tian customs (it’s been there for 


over a week); we're praying for 
its prompt release — especially 
as after just a few more days 
we'll have to begin paying $35/ 
day in drayage charges. Still to 


MIssION BLEU UPDATE: THE DAMAGE FROM THE HURRICANES WAS MUCH GREATER THAN WE KNEW. WE ARE NOW 
PROMISED “A SMALL QUANTITY” IN FEBRUARY. PERHAPS IT WILL BE READY FOR ME TO BRING BACK ON THE NEXT TRIP. 


out of the church, it is still, for want of space, necessary to use the 
back of the church for some activities. 

The rubble-pile you see below is actually an apartment under 
construction above the school offices, to provide housing space for 
visiting clergy and others. While the bare structure is done (in 
addition to what you see there are a small kitchen and bathroom 
and a balcony) and protected against weather destruction, it has a 
long way to go to be inhabitable! Best estimate (quite unstable 
because of rapidly escalating materials costs) is that it will cost 
around $8,009 to turn it into a liveable space. 

I continue to make mission visits about every 10 weeks on 
average, usually for 10-day stays. Trips in September and Novem- 
ber were both fruitful and enjoyable and, happily, free of any 
undue complications (apart from disrupted air travel both ways in 
September, but that’s just partof the game!). On both trips I was 
able to be with Fr. Amboise for mid-week services at St. Dorothy’s 
&<24 (surprisingly well attended), and to serve on the Sundays at St. 


come, of course, are the expenses of | Augustine’s. Fr. An- 
moving the food from the container boise continues to- 
to the three schools and preparation _ travel to St. Augustine’s 
and serving. (quite costly) to serve 
At St. Augustine’s the school is there between my visits,. 
functioning well, with more than _ so liturgy is served there 
250 students this year. Although — about once a month. 
we've been able to move all classes Since he can’tbein 
a SS Se to ae two places at once (any Bi 
more than I!), services @ 
for Nativity will be at” 
St. Augustine’s, with the faithful from St. Dorothy’s traveling 
there and sleeping on the floors of the school. Theophany services 
will be at St. Dorothy’s, with the population migration the other 
way. Help with transport costs badly needed! God willing, I'll be 
back in January, this trip featuring a much-needed liturgical 
instruction seminar. We beg your prayers and alms! 


[ ] Yes... I want to pledge support for the Haitian Orthodox Mission! Please record my pledge through December 
2011 for a contribution of [ ] $200 [ ] $160 [ ] $50 [ ] other amount ( ) monthly, by [ ] check or 
{ ] MasterCard/VISA (number below). I enclose my first month’s pledge for . (You may of course 
choose a dedicated use below if you wish.) 


[ | Yes... I] want to make a cne-time contribution toward the expenses of the Haitian Orthodox Mission, in the amount of 
[ }$1000 [ } $560 [£ 1] $250 [ ] $100 [. ] other ameunt (_— _), for which I enclose my 
[ | check [ ] MasterCard/VISA (number below). I wouid like my contribution to be used for [ ] support of the church- 
related schools { } purchase and construction of church/mission sites [ | transportation funds for faithful tiving at long 
distances from the church [ ] assistance for Food for Hungry Children [ ] however needed. 


Name: Mail or fax to: 
Address: Haitian Orthodox Mission 


: : 1180 Orthodox Way 
City/State/ZIP: Liberty TN 37095 USA 
Telephone: 775-377-4610 _ 
MasterCard/VISA number: oe) 


www.haitianorthodoxmission.org 
Expiration date: / frgregory@sjkp.org 


